
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
REGISTER FREE: CREATIVE FUSE CONFERENCE 
10-11th July, Discovery Museum, Newcastle 
 

Click here to register for your free ticket to the 
Creative Fuse NE conference on 10-11th July: The 
event will include presentations, panel discussions, 
workshops and performances from a fusion of 
businesses, academics and creative practitioners 
reflecting on our Creative Fuse journey.  Over two 
days, there will be opportunities for exploring how 
cross sector collaboration and innovation has 
worked, networking and hopefully inspiration for 
new activities and partnerships.  
 

HOLD THE DATE: CULTURAL SECTOR FUSE 
EVENT 2-6pm 27th Sept 2018,  Tyneside Cinema 
 
This event will profile the range and impact of 
Creative Fuse activities involving the cultural sector.  
Cultural organisations and freelancers have been 
involved in a wide range of interventions and 
business innovation support and this event will be 
an opportunity to showcase these, share learning 
and look ahead to future opportunities, as well as 
make new connections.  If you are a cultural 
organisation or freelancer and would like to share 
your experience of Creative Fuse, do get in touch: 
declanbaharini@talktalk.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THREE COMMISSIONS – CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
#NE CULTURE IS DIGITAL (Deadline 11th June) 
 

Sage Gateshead, Festival of Thrift and Theatre 
Hullabaloo are working with Sunderland and 
Teesside Universities as part of the #NE Culture is 
Digital innovation pilot project.  Each is offering a 
separate tender to work on an aspect of their digital 
engagement and innovation strategy. The tenders 
are between £7,000 and £8,000 and creative, digital 
and technology companies are sought as 
collaborators.  Click here for details of the three 
separate commissions and how to apply.  
Applications should be submitted by 11th June. 
 

EVENTS IN JUNE  
 

Regional Creative Marketing CAKE event: 2.30-4.30, 
Tuesday 5th June, College of St Hild and St Bede, 
Durham Exploring creative and innovative 
approaches to marketing. Speakers have expertise in 
arts marketing (Durham University Business School) 
and hands-on advice on how to make marketing 
more creative (specialist business writing company 
Concision), plus a new network of creative 
businesses as part of the Auckland Castle project.   
 
Regional  Make in Durham 11am-4pm 14th June 
(drop in) at Durham Town Hall:  Open to anyone to 
attend. Part of Art Durham, a new visual arts festival 
running from 5th-17th June.  Some of the artists, 
who’ve been on Durham University’s Fuse Teach 
Your Art workshops, will be showcasing what they 
do and there are lots of opportunities for the public 
to have a go themselves at some arts and crafts. 
 
NELEP Innovation for Artists, Makers and Creatives: 
2 Day Rural Residential 11am 17th June to 4pm 18th 
June, Allenheads:  This two-day workshop is for 
artists, makers and creatives (organisations and 
freelancers) interested in exploring their practice 
and how innovation tools can help propel them 
towards new creative possibilities.  Facilitated by 
Rebecca Prescott, an expert in innovation, creativity 
and the cultural and creative industries.    

CLICK ON THE LINKS TO REGISTER FOR 
ACTIVITIES or FIND OUT MORE 
 

 

Activities are fully funded, but time limited.  
Eligibility for activities is shown for those 
registered in the NELEP area (Durham, 
Northumberland, Newcastle, Gateshead, N. 
Tyneside, S. Tyneside, Sunderland), Tees Valley 
or are regional and open to all. 

Sign up on the CFNE website here to get the 
latest news and updates directly 

 

 

Cultural Sector Update  
1st June 2018 

 

Declan Baharini, Cultural Sector Engagement Broker 
 

 

Creative Fuse North East (CFNE) provides opportunities for registered freelancers/sole traders, micro businesses 
and SMEs from the cultural sector across the region to benefit from a wide range of innovation support delivered 
by the region’s five universities and in partnership with the Creative, Digital and IT sector. 
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Tees Valley (and regional) Step Change Innovation 
Symposium, 9am-3.30pm 20th June at CPED 
(Teesside University, Darlington) For freelancers and 
SMEs interested in gaining innovation tools and 
techniques and learning from those who have 
successfully harnessed their creative potential, 
designed new products and services and improved 
their own and organisation’s innovation culture.  A 
mix of hands-on workshops and short talks from 
leading innovation specialists, as a practical 
introduction to innovation. Delivered by businesses 
and in partnership with the Design Council, with 
access to longer term business innovation support.    
 
Regional  Art, Design and Innovation CAKE event: 
11am-1pm, 22nd June at The Boiler House, 
Newcastle University Campus In association with the 
North East Contemporary Visual Arts Network, this 
event showcases the best of the North East’s talent, 
with expert speakers representing the three themes 
of the Great Exhibition of the North: Art, Design and 
Innovation. It will explore UX design, businesses who 
provide innovative and enjoyable design experiences 
and innovation in XR, with an insight into hedgehog 
lab's VR/AR project 'Rocket Re-imagined'. Speakers 
include: Helena Hill of 49digital and Shaun Allan, 
Director of Immersive Technologies, hedgehog lab.   
 
Call for Lightning Talks (deadline 8th June):  If you’re 
working on something new, looking for 
collaborators, or running a great workshop, gallery 
show or event, click here to apply to give a two-
minute lightning talk at our CAKE events to help 
spread the word to a new, cross-sector audience.  
 
Tees Valley - hold the date: Rise and Design 28th 
June, Redcar  Taking our inspiration from Design 
Network North’s successful networking and 
discussion events, Creative Fuse Tees Valley teamed 
up with RTC North to devise a special programme 
that will tap into the unique expertise, challenges 
and opportunities of Tees Valley businesses in a 
session which is inclusive, engaging and energising.   
 

BUSINESS INNOVATION ACTIVITIES/SUPPORT  
 

NELEP Get Ready to Innovate  12 hours of action-
packed support across 3 sessions with 
Northumbria’s Fuse team, to equip you with a fresh 
perspective on your challenges and opportunities, 
with support to: start developing new ideas, 
concepts, products, services, strategies; experience 
new ways of working, supported by our innovation 
tools and approaches. Visit the link and see a film 

explaining what it’s all about and what people think 
about it. The activity can be delivered flexibly one-
to-one with those interested.  You can also read a 
blog here from Alex Hill at Cambie and Co, who went 
through the programme recently 
 
NELEP Hothouse programme A team of talented 
University of Sunderland students will work with you 
on a project brief around business challenges for 5-
10 days to deliver fast turnaround solutions  
 
NELEP Creative Fuse Placement Programme 
University of Sunderland’s talented students or 
graduates will be paired with companies for short 
term flexible projects/placements to develop/test 
new products or services, engage with/research new 
markets and audiences, support design-led thinking 
 
NELEP Digital Business Innovation Programme for 
digital, tech and creative sector companies to 
explore business challenges with like-minded 
companies to explore new ideas and solutions 
 
Tees Valley  Creative Fuse Tees Valley’s programme 
of activities is being delivered in partnership with 
Innovate Tees Valley. Click here to find out about 
opportunities through Innovate Tees Valley 
 
Tees Valley Graduate Consultancy Programme:  30 
businesses will benefit from working with a team of 
university staff and talented graduates over 4 weeks 
to embed a product or process innovation. 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION AND CONTACT 
 
 

Declan Baharini 
Cultural Sector Engagement Broker 
Creative Fuse North East 
 
07787 425 529 
declanbaharini@talktalk.net 
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