
 
 
Creative Fuse North East (August 2017) 
 
Recommendation to sign up online and news of events and opportunities coming up for Creative Fuse North 
East and ways the cultural sector can be involved…. 
 

Stay informed and sign up online 

 
There are some exciting events, activities and opportunities coming up.  The best way to keep informed of 
what’s happening in Creative Fuse North East (CFNE) and ensure that you are getting notifications of events, 
activities and opportunities which may be available to you or others in the cultural sector is to sign up on the 
CFNE website here  
 
You will need to tick the three boxes at the bottom of the form to get the most out of CFNE and keep informed 
of what is coming up: 

• to be added to the CFNE opportunities database (which will mean you get informed of 
announcements, calls and opportunities as soon as they are announced) – highly recommended 

• to get the monthly newsletter (which has the latest Fuse developments) 

• to be invited to the CAKE events (Collaboration and Knowledge Exchange) 
 
Eligibility:  Note that some activities are split, depending on what funding is supporting the activities, into the 
two Local Enterprise Areas (NELEP: Durham, Northumberland and Tyne and Wear or the Tees Valley LEP area).  
Some activities are regional, i.e. both LEP areas. 
 
ACTIVITIES AND SUPPORT WHICH YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN AND COMING UP OVER THE NEXT FEW 
MONTHS INCLUDE: 
 
Three tendering opportunities are currently live:  

• Creative Fuse project marketing (deadline 5pm 14th August) 

• Creation, capture and management of content for website and virtual engagement (deadline 5pm 14th 
August) 

• Consultancy for the Artists Innovation programme (deadline 4pm 16th August) 
 
Regional:  Innovation Pilots open call - due to be sent out in August.   
Innovation pilots will be developed in partnership with one or more of the five universities, will be 
interdisciplinary and combine insight, know-how and capacity from different creative and technical disciplines.  
These innovation pilots aim to drive new methods and approaches for industry-university relationships, 
bringing together small companies and freelancers to work with larger organisations and academics to address 
industrial and social challenges, thereby supporting economic growth and addressing pressing social needs in 
the region.  The call will provide further details.  There will be an introduction to the Innovation pilots and an 
opportunity to talk through ideas at a regional event on 12th September (see below) 
 
Regional: Hold the date CFNE Event at 3-6pm on 12th September at Tyneside Cinema, Newcastle  
This CFNE regional event will introduce CFNE to people from the cultural and CDIT sector), and also introduce 
the call for Innovation Pilots, giving examples of some going forward from Phase One of the project and 
enabling discussion of ideas.  The event will also highlight the range of other opportunities on offer, including a 
range of business innovation support and placements – sign up online (as detailed above) to ensure you get the 
notification for this event and can register  
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Regional: 10-12 on 14th September CAKE event on innovation and creativity in housing in Tees Valley  This 
theme reflects a project in development at Teesside. Teesside University is set to work with MIMA, Architect 
George Clarke's Ministry of Building Innovation and Education and North Star Housing on a project to 
redevelop social housing in North Ormesby, Middlesbrough. Building on the work of Turner Prize Winning 
architects, Assemble, the project will work on a grassroots level with the local community to create innovative 
housing meeting needs and providing attractive places to live.  Details will be sent to people who have 
registered an interest online in the CAKE events 
 
NELEP area:  Creative Connections – Createathon – Register interest by 18th August for Createathon on 9am-
6pm 11th September and 2-6pm 19th September 
This is Newcastle University led business innovation support.  For small creative enterprises who want to 
develop their business and talk through challenges and opportunities, the two-day Createathon brings together 
postgraduate students to work with businesses to: drive innovation and build resilience; reflect on challenges, 
plans and goals; make new contacts; get signposted for further help; receive new tools to help creative 
enterprises; get a bespoke action plan and presentation Pecha Kucha with suggestions for next steps.  You 
must be a sole trader, micro business, small or medium sized firm in the creative or cultural sector. Free of 
charge to qualifying businesses due to support from the European Regional Development Fund. Sign up on line 
to take part here 
 
Cybercrime Solution Hack 9am-10pm Saturday 14th October and 10am-4pm Sunday 15th October.  SMEs, and 
freelancers in the creative, digital and IT sector are invited to join this two day event, hosted jointly by 
Northumrbia University and Campus North.  This s part of an ongoing project led by Northumbria University’s 
Multidisciplinary Innovation students and academics in partnership with Northumbria Police and with input 
from the five Creative FUSE universities.  The Cybercrime Solution Hack will take inspiration from a set of 
provocations and stimulus materials that have been produced by the project team in collaboration with 
policing experts and academics.  SMEs, freelancers, policing experts, academics, and creative graduates will 
work together to develop prototype proposals for tackling two core cybercrime challenges: 

• raising public awareness about cyber security; 

• improving public understanding of digital policing.  
The Cybercrime Solution Hack will provide the opportunity for SMEs to work together closely and develop 
professional relationships with CDIT businesses, policing professionals, and academics from the five North East 
universities.  SME participants are encouraged to attend both days.  Breakfast, lunch, and refreshments will be 
provided free of charge.  Sign up to the opportunities alerts and newsletter to find out more details and sign up 
when registrations are called 

 
Coming soon… 
 
 
 
Sunderland University Postgraduate Masters Placement Programme 
This will offer the opportunity for placements of an average of 12 weeks with postgraduates from arts, 
creative, media, digital and technology disciplines. These will be offered to sole traders, micro businesses, and 
small and medium-sized enterprises.  It also includes social enterprises where these engage in economic 
activity.  The aim of the placement is to help the host SME/organisation develop their ‘innovation capacity’. In 
practice, this can probably be applied quite broadly, but can include:Management/leadership support and 
organisational or capacity development; Corporate and social responsibility; Helping an organisation with 
access to new supply chains, and new markets; Marketing and communications, audience/customer 
engagement; Innovation and commercialisation of R&D; Design-led and creative projects that help the 
organisation to develop new thinking, capacity; and Development of new products and services.  Sign up to the 
opportunities alerts and newsletter to find out more details when available 
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Sunderland University Hothouse Innovation Programme 
This is similar to the above Post-grad/Masters Placement programme, but with a focus primarily on 
undergraduate students working with an SME on a ‘task and finish’ project for 5-10 days. These will aim to align 
emerging talent from the University, placing them in ‘real-world’ project scenarios, working to the requirement 
of the partner SME that sets the brief.  Briefs will be developed with the host SME, with academic oversight 
and are likely to be broad in nature, for example design-led projects, creative catalyst and ideas generation 
projects, through to digital media and creative narrative based briefs. 
 
Tees Valley:  As part of Innovate Tees Valley, new Innovation Managers will be in post soon to support cultural 
organisations and practitioners to access opportunities around business innovation. There will be brokerage to 
expertise and support through workshops, mentoring, organisational business support, paid graduate and 
student internships.  There will also be an online hub created to support collaboration.  Sign up for the 
newsletter and opportunities updates to find out more in the Autumn. 
 
Regional: Fuse Phase One Innovation pilots:  A small number of pilots were approved in phase one and details 
of these will be shared over the coming months.  They cover a range of interdisciplinary areas and involve a 
wide range of partners, including partners from the cultural sector. 
 
Regional:  9th November CAKE event on Future Fashion hosted by Northumbria University. Details will be sent 
to people who have registered an interest online in the CAKE events 
 
NELEP area: Capacity building, innovation and business solutions work with arts organisations in the New 
Bridge Project (Newcastle University) 
 
 

Declan Baharini 

Cultural Sector Engagement Broker, Creative Fuse NE 

Tel: 07787 425529 

Email: declanbaharini@talktalk.net 

Web: www.creativefusene.org.uk 
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