
 
 
Recommendation to sign up online and news of events and opportunities coming up for Creative Fuse North 
East and ways the cultural sector can be involved…. 
 
Creative Fuse North East (CFNE) provides opportunities for individual practitioners, freelancers, small 
companies and larger organisations from the cultural sector across the region to benefit from a wide range of 
innovation support delivered by 5 universities and in partnership with the Creative, Digital and IT sector. 

The best way to stay informed is to sign up on the CFNE website here to be added to the CFNE opportunities 
database, get the monthly newsletter and be invited to events. 

Eligibility for activities:  Depending on what funding is supporting them, the activities and business/individual 
involvement is either in one of the two Local Enterprise Areas (NELEP: Durham, Northumberland and Tyne and 
Wear or the Tees Valley LEP area) or across both LEP areas. 

ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES COMING UP  
 
1) BUSINESS INNOVATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Creative Connections: Creative Enterprise Innovation Programme (NEL... 

Programme of support designed by the Creative Fuse team at Newcastle University Business School. Aimed at 
sole traders, micro-businesses, and SMEs in the Creative or Cultural Sectors, Creative Connections offers both 
“Createathon” business-support workshops and student placements.  

Get Ready to Innovate (NELEP Area) 

Get Ready to Innovate is led by the Northumbria University Creative Fuse team. Through 12 hours of action-
focused intervention over 4 sessions, Get Ready to Innovate offers SMEs and registered sole traders the 
opportunity to develop their potential for innovation, understand and overcome barriers and challenges. This 
programme builds on Northumbria University’s design and innovation practice, and takes a design-led 
approach 

Coming Soon 

• Digital Business Innovation Programme 
• Artist Innovation Programme 
• Digital Literature Programme 
• Cultural Business Innovation Workshops 
• Rural Cultural Business Innovation Support Programme (Northumberland) 

2) PLACEMENT SCHEMES 

There are a number of funded placement opportunities for organisations to support innovation offered by 
different universities.  An event is being prepared for October/November to share these opportunities and 
provide the chance to talk to the universities and others about how they work and what benefits placements 
may bring. Information will be online here Creative Fuse Placement Scheme when available and also shared via 
the newsletter, events notifications and opportunities database 

Creative Fuse Placement Programme:  Short-term placements with graduate and postgraduate students to 
help your organisation develop its innovation capacity and expertise. Projects will be of strategic value to your 
business e.g. developing new products, accessing new markets, or developing new working practices. 
Placements will last around 4 weeks, although longer durations may be supported. This programme is led by 
the University of Sunderland Team. 
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Hothouse Innovation Programme: Placing emerging undergraduate talent within ‘real-world’ scenarios. A 
student team will work to your project brief, supported and overseen by University of Sunderland academics. 
Placements typically last around 5-10 days, for fast-response ‘task and finish’ projects.  

Creative Connections Placement Scheme:  Aimed at sole traders, micro-businesses, and SMEs in the creative 
or cultural sectors. 6 days intensive support from an experienced postgraduate student. The student will 
respond to your organisation’s project brief, produced in consultation with the Creative Connections team at 
Newcastle University Business School. Click here to register initial interest 

Coming soon 

• Artists Innovation Placement Programme 
• Heritage and Cultural Business Placements 
• Creative and Cultural Management Mini-KTPs 

3) INNOVATION FUNDING 

Innovation Pilot and Development Grants (deadline 12noon 16th October) 

Two levels of funding are available for projects bringing together expertise across businesses in the Creative, 
Digital and IT sector with universities and also cultural organisations.  Open to SMEs, freelancers, larger 
organisations and academic researchers.  Innovation Pilots up to £5,000 and Innovation Development Awards 
(up to £25,000) - which also levers in academic staff time already funded via CFNE, Click on the link for call 
guidance, for ways to seek partners and get involved 

 

4) TENDER OPPORTUNITIES  

Rural Cultural Business Innovation Programme:  deadline 5pm 28th September 

The Newcastle University team are looking for a supplier with extensive existing networks in Northumberland 
to host ERDF-eligible innovation activities for cultural, creative and craft businesses across Northumberland, 
including: 

• Inspire, engage and support creative, cultural and craft SMEs in Creative Fuse North East, raising 
awareness, developing interesting and providing connections to opportunities. 

• To lead relationship building between creative/cultural organisations and academics 
• To deliver a 2/3 day innovation programme to support development of innovative new products and 

services within this community. 
• To provide bespoke innovation support to businesses alongside academics 
• To help share learning and best practice from the programme across the sector, including a small 

dissemination event. 

5) NEW ADDITIONS and EVENTS: (click here to register for updates) 

Tees Valley:  As part of Innovate Tees Valley,  Wendy Parvin has been appointed as an Innovation Manager to 
support cultural organisations and practitioners to access opportunities around business innovation. There will 
be brokerage to expertise and support through workshops, mentoring, organisational business support, paid 
graduate and student internships.  There will also be an online hub created to support collaboration.  Sign up 
for the newsletter and opportunities updates to find out more in the Autumn. 

An event is being prepared to help share the opportunities available through Tees Valley with the CDIT and 
cultural sector.  Further details will be available in October and anyone registered online for the newsletter and 
opportunities database will receive the notification directly  

NELEP Placement event: An event is being prepared and will be in October and November in Sunderland. This 
will help potential hosts understand the process and opportunities around hosting graduate and 
undergraduate placements in Northumberland, Durham and Tyne and Wear. 
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Regional:  9th November CAKE event on Future Fashion hosted by Northumbria University. Details will be sent 
to people who have registered an interest online in the CAKE events 

 

6) LINKED OPPORTUNITIES 

Creative XR:  Jenny Lang at Digital Catapult has shared the links and opened up opportunities for the cultural 
sector around the national CreativeXR open call and regional briefing at 5-7pm on 5th October in 
Gateshead.  Very much a ‘fused’ initiative and complementary to CFNE this will be of interest to those 
interested in immersive technology and the arts and culture sector.  Register here for the event and please do 
share the info and links with anyone who may be interested. It is funded by ACE,  Digital Catapult and 
supported by Innovate UK 

 

If you have questions about any of these activities or want links into the universities, do get in touch with me. 

 

Declan Baharini 

Cultural Sector Engagement Broker 

Creative Fuse North East 

07787 425 529 

declanbaharini@talktalk.net 

 

 
Note on NGCV involvement:   NewcastleGateshead Cultural Venues (NGCV) was approached by the 
region’s 5 Universities in 2015 to act as a lead to enable them to access Arts Council England funding 
to support cultural sector engagement and learning in the Creative Fuse North East Programme.   
 
As NGCV is a voluntary partnership, Tyneside Cinema agreed to be the cultural sector organisational 
lead partner for the Cultural Sector Engagement and Dissemination Programme on behalf of NGCV. 
Tyneside Cinema won an open tender to deliver this in May 2017. 
 
Declan Baharini is employed by Tyneside Cinema to deliver this programme as part of Creative Fuse NE 
and works across the whole region, with all 5 universities and organisations in urban and rural areas.  
Declan is also partnership co-ordinator for and works with Cultural Partnerships at regional and 
locality level and through ACE networks in the region to share information about CFNE. 
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