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PANEL 1:   Building a ‘fused’ legacy 

Dr Mariann Hardey Speaker, writer, academic, Mariann is a social scientist and digital humanities scholar. Her 
research interests have been long concerned with mediated relationships and digital 
communications, while bringing a richer comprehension of opportunities around working 
in technology into the process of leadership with a focus on supporting gender equality in 
tech in particular. Mariann is currently setting up the ‘WiT’ Flourishing project for the 
2020 launch of the first exhibition about women professionals in tech.  Mariann is the 
Institute Lead and Durham Principal Investigator for Creative Fuse NE.  
www.mariannhardey.com Dr Mariann Hardey Durham University 
 

Sharon Paterson Sharon is Associate Director Culture and Engagement at Middlesbrough Institute of 
Modern Art (MIMA) and Teesside University. As well as acting as Vice Chair of the Dance 
City Board, Sharon is on a number of cultural sector boards including Chair of Board of 
Trustees for Theatre Hullabaloo; Chair of the Creative Darlington Board; Chair of the 
Festival of Thrift Steering Group and member of Tees Valley Combined Authority Culture 
Thematic Group.  Sharon is a member of the North East Cultural Partnership (NECP) 
Board and works as part of the partnership’s Case for Culture Steering Group, acting as 
Chair for the Talent and Progression Working Group. She represents Teesside University 
at the NECP Universities’ sub-group and is the Teesside University lead for the Creative 
Fuse North East project.  

 
Claire Malcolm Claire is the founding Chief Executive of New Writing North and created many of their 

flagship projects such as the Northern Writers’ Awards, Read Regional and the Gordon 
Burn Prize. As well as leading the company she also works directly on projects with Higher 
Education partners, commissions new work and is editorial director of the publishing 
venture Mayfly LLP. She also hosts literary events and chairs discussions at book festivals.   
Claire is a board member of the publisher And Other Stories and of the national reading 
charity BookTrust. She is a regular judge for the Saltire Society’s Scottish Publisher of the 
Year Award and has worked as a consultant for Arts Council England and Creative 
Scotland. She regularly speaks at conferences and events, most recently on diversity at 
the Publishers Association’s Diversity and Inclusivity conference.   
 
New Writing North produced the Digital Literature Programme as part of Creative Fuse 
North East . A series of training opportunities and events aimed to build the digital skills 
and knowledge of writers in the North East, including seminars, workshops and an 
intensive web development programme for a smaller group of selected writers. The aim 
of the Digital Literature programme is to support writers to identify and learn about 
opportunities related to digital forms of production and distribution, to improve how 
writers create and manage their brands and professional profile online and to inspire new 
knowledge, projects and ideas through access to expert advice and peer-to-peer support. 
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Carina Rodney Carina Rodney is an award-winning writer for stage, radio and screen and a creative 
writing educator and consultant.  Her theatre work has toured both regionally and 
nationally and her radio plays have been broadcast on BBC Radio 4.  Her most recent 
stage play, The Fighting Bradfords, explored the story of the most highly decorated 
brothers in British military history; the play relaunched Durham Gala as a main house 
producing theatre.  Carina is a Royal Literary Fund Fellow at Newcastle University and is 
currently developing a slate of ideas for the screen and TV. She has recently been 
awarded BFI Early Development Funding for her full-length screenplay, The Change.  

 
Neil Smith Neil is Enterprise Fellow in Northumbria University’s School of Design.  He has over 30 

years’ experience working in the product design industry and 20 years teaching at HE. In 
his professional career his work has twice won a prestigious IF award, been twice 
shortlisted for the national Design Council awards, as well as the company receiving a 
Queens Award for Export. He has acted as academic supervisor on over five Knowledge 
Transfer Partnership programmes and has had numerous patents and design registrations 
granted in his name.  Much of his work for the University has been with the development 
of design thinking and cross-disciplinary practice within SME’s through such mechanisms 
as the KTP programmes but also with other project collaboration with both National and 
Multi-National organisations. 
 
Neil has led on one of the Creative Fuse NE Digital Heritage Innovation Pilots, Heritage 
Hunter Gatherer.  This aims to create a first stage demonstrator of a digitally-enabled, 
multi-sensory visitor experience system for heritage sites and attractions, boosting 
engagement and enhancing learning. The platform broadly aims to enable visitors to 
scroll back and forth through history, populating digital and on-site environments with 
visions of the past, with the functionality to tailor content to the requirements of 
individual venues. The collaborative project team consists of people from the National 
Trust, Northumbria and Durham Universities and experts from cultural and heritage 
sectors. Seaton Delaval Hall was used as a test-case for a working demonstrator 
application. The work includes an initial visualisation of a four-dimensional digital 
reconstruction of part of the hall (the interior of which was destroyed by fire in 1822), 
video capture of its time as an Italian Prisoner of War camp, and some geolinks around 
outlying buildings to showcase its past and present. 

 
Boguslaw Obara Boguslaw is Associate Professor in Computer Science at the Durham University and 

Founder and Director of the Intogral Limited. His key research and business interests 
include image processing, pattern recognition, computer vision and machine learning 
techniques applied to a wide range of domains, from biology, medicine and engineering 
to arts & humanities.  He leads one of the largest, most diverse and dynamic research 
groups within Durham University. His research and impact activities are funded by a wide 
range of sources, including Procter & Gamble, Unilever, Microsoft, IBM, Nikon, Boeing, 
NVIDIA, AstraZeneca, Dyson, Boots and UK/EU research funding bodies (the research lab).  
He is also a founder of the Intogral Limited, a Durham University's artificial intelligence 
spin-out that creates value from the research and development of AI solutions for 
complex multi-type multi-dimensional data analytics.  Research Lab   Intogral company 
 
Boguslaw has led on another of the Creative Fuse NE Digital Heritage Innovation Pilots, 
Deep Learning for the Classification & Clustering of Museum Collections.  This project 
applies Deep Learning to the digital identification, classification and clustering of museum 
collections to determine whether image object recognition technology can be used for 
crime prevention and protection against illicit trafficking in antiquities and cultural 
property. The project team provided expertise in extending our novel deep learning 
architecture, such as to uniquely identify important high-level and abstract characteristics 
of antiquities and cultural property. 
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Panel 2:  Business innovation, developing new products and services 
 
Dr Nick Spencer Nick  is Programme Leader for the MA/MSc Multi-disciplinary Innovation Programme at 

Northumbria University School of Design.  In this role Nicholas helps to develop 
international educational partnerships that develop new forms of innovation for external 
commercial and third sector organizations through novel academic, student and 
community co-creation. Nicholas' first degree is in industrial design and his Doctorate 
focused on expert designers' experience of practice. Teaching design research into the 
Design Department's Postgraduate provision and supervising Doctoral Research 
programmes supports and is supported by the personal research focus of developing new 
understandings of networked design intelligence.   

 
Nick has been part of the Creative Fuse NE team at Northumbria, led by Principal 
Investigator for Creative Fuse NE, Mark Bailey.  As well as leading on some of the 
innovation pilots, Northumbria rolled out the very successful Get Ready to Innovate 
project for small businesses, as part of Creative Fuse NE, which gave freelancers and 
businesses 12 hours of action-focussed support over three sessions, helping people to 
develop their potential for innovation and overcome barriers and challenges, building on 
Northumbria’s design and innovation practice, design-led approach 

 
Dr Fiona Whitehurst  Fiona is Senior Lecturer in Management and Director of Impact at Newcastle University 

Business School (NUBS) and Senior Lecturer and researcher in the Centre for Knowledge, 
Innovation, Technology and Enterprise (KITE).  As Director of Impact, she supports 
academics in the Business School as they apply their research to make a difference to 
pressing problems in organisations, policy and wider society. She was also theme leader 
for the Enterprise in Society theme of the Newcastle Institute for Social Renewal until 
August 2018. Fiona is currently leading a project called Captured, piloted with co-invest 
from the UK Commission for Employment and Skills and part-funded by the North East 
Local Enterprise Partnership and Higher Education Innovation Funding (HEIF) in 2017/18, 
which is exploring the ways in which anchor institutions, such as universities, business 
schools and large firms, can support small firms in their region to develop leadership and 
entrepreneurship skills. Captured was recognised by AACSB in April 2018 as one of 31 
projects in their Innovations that Inspire Challenge.   
 
Fiona is Co-Investigator for Newcastle University on Creative Fuse NE.  Fiona was involved 
in the mapping exercise that led to the Creative Fuse Initial Report. She ran the Creative 
Connections business development strand with Paul Richter, Mo O’Toole and Anna-Maria 
Steel.  A business innovation support programme during Creative Fuse NE, this was aimed 
at sole traders, micro-businesses and SMEs in the creative and cultural sectors and had 
three strands: Createathon workshops, B2B Connect and Innovate workshops with larger 
companies and a student placement scheme. 

 
Kathleen James Kathleen James is a Stained Glass Artist and Illustrator and runs Elfgift Stained Glass.  She 

seeks to create stained glass art that uplifts and inspires hope through the translucent 
and vivid medium of stained glass. Catalysts for her work are history mythology and 
folklore.  Elfgift Stained Glass is a studio and company trading from it’s base in Newcastle.  
Kathleen runs workshops for beginners and runs stalls at events around the country, as 
well as selling her products online in an online shop.   

 
 Kathleen was involved in Creative Fuse NE through the Durham University Culture Hubs 

programme and Bespoke workshops 
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Mandy Barker Mandy is the Founder of Sail Creative, a company which creates effective design that 
transforms businesses.  Sail say the most curious minds create the best work. They use 
bold ideas, strategy and creative design to communicate to audiences. “Our close 
relationships with clients further our understanding of their why and create 
opportunities, which allow us to do braver work.  Sail is a community making the world a 
better place one tiny step at a time, because design doesn't only need to look good-it can 
do good to.”   Mandy was shortlisted as IPSE national freelancer of the year in 2017 and 
2018.  Mandy was involved in the  Creative Connections programme run by Newcastle 
University Business School. 

 
Abigail Bennett Abigail is the Owner, Designer and Maker for Dinky Legs, a baby and children’s clothing 

business based in Gateshead.  Clothes are handcrafted and bursting with personality and 
She says “I come from a family of incredibly creative people and as a result, I suppose I 
was always exposed to making, whether it be clothes, food, music, or just lots of noise! 
My mum is a mindbogglingly good seamstress, as is my auntie, even my dad worked as a 
tailor when he was young, so I think it’s fair to say sewing was an organic part of growing 
up in our house. In my early 20s I trained as a hairdresser and went on to run my own 
salon, I had always enjoyed dabbling with sewing but never took it any more seriously 
than a hobby. It wasn't until my daughters arrived that I started making their outfits, just 
like mum had for me, and with every outfit I made, my love of sewing grew. I am always 
on the lookout for unusual fabrics that I can use to create unique clothing, I pair them 
with my own designs, so I can create truly "one off" pieces to help your Dinky Legs stand 
out from the crowd.” 

 
Abigail was involved in the one of Newcastle Universities contracted programmes to 
provide support to small creative companies. 
Dinky Legs on Facebook 
Dinky Legs shop on Etsy 
 

Steve Wilson Whistling Mule Productions is a European moving picture, communications & media 
company based in the UK and run by the filmmaker/ writer/ explorer/ sailor/ Steve Wilson. 
Whistling Mule focuses on documentary filming with special interests in nature 
and science, music and educational productions as well as training, corporate, event and 
special interest filming. They also provide a wide range of traditional and new media 
production services.  

Steve studied Physics at Sussex and Uppsala, Anthropology at Kent and Durham, sailing in 
Brighton and has lived all over the world. He started working in production in Hamburg at 
the end of the last century and lived in Spain until the crisis. Whistling Mule came out of 
his academic years as an experiment in communications and education.  He believes 
climate change is the defining issue of our time and wishes other humans were less mule 
like than he is.  

Steve was involved in Creative Fuse NE through the Durham University Culture Hubs 
programme and Bespoke workshops 

 

Panel 3: Growing organisational capacity and knowledge 
 

Dr Paul Richter Paul ran the Creative Connections business development strand of Creative Fuse NE 
activities as part of Newcastle Universities business innovation programme, working with 
Dr Fiona Whitehurst, Dr Mo O’Toole and Anna-Maria Steel.  Paul is a Lecturer in 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Newcastle University Business School. He has been 
involved in multiple policy and practice-oriented research projects over the last ten years, 
funded by UK and European funding bodies.  These projects include researching the 
experience of small, high-growth firms in relation to the regulatory landscape; exploring 
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how anchor institutions (including large regional firms and universities) can support small 
business owners to develop management and entrepreneurship skills; and researching 
the organization and value of small creative businesses in relation to urban development, 
innovation and graduate retention. 

 
Paul is also the degree programme director for two postgraduate programmes – MSc 
Innovation, Creativity and Entrepreneurship; MA Arts, Business and Creativity – which 
seek to meet the needs of knowledge-based, entrepreneurial and innovation-driven 
economies. 

 
Dr Ladan Cockshut Ladan is a Postdoctoral Researcher on Creative FUSE NE for Durham University (2017-

present). She was also Senior Lecturer in Computer Games, Teesside University (2015-
2017) and is Junior Research Fellow, Hatfield College, Durham University (2015-present) 
and a Freelance Researcher and Writer.  Ladan has helped develop and roll out Durham 
University’s successful Culture Hubs scheme, which responded to the needs of the 
creative, arts and crafts economy by bringing help close to home. Away from urban 
centres, the North East’s creative economy is rural and small traders can feel especially 
isolated. These programmes were run out of regional cultural ‘hubs’ – museums, craft 
centres and galleries – drawing together like-minded businesses for support. The fully-
funded activities were designed and delivered by the Creative Fuse team based at 
Durham University. People received at least 12 hours of support, including 
workshops and individual support from the team. 

 
Bespoke was a programme of workshops and hands-on support tailored around the 
needs of sole traders, crafters and artists, as very small businesses and lone craftspeople 
often have more specialized requirements and desires than larger enterprises. 
Experienced practitioners and academics assessed the needs of particular artists and 
businesses close to that hub and devised a set of activities to help with challenge areas. 
These included workshops:  Funding Finder, Teaching Your Art, Inspire-a-thon (to create 
something new that might expand the business into markets), Digital Developer (social 
media effectiveness) 

 
Claire Murphy-Morgan Claire is Artistic Director at Monkfish Productions.  She co-founded the organisation as 

she wanted to create opportunities where artists from a variety of disciplines could 
collaborate and make new work, and in doing so generate audiences for this 
approach.  As a practising artist herself, she was frustrated in 2007 by the lack of 
opportunities in the North East of England to do that. So, with the support of many great 
people, she set the ball rolling.  She has over 20 years of professional experience in arts 
and cultural management. Monkfish Productions is an arts organisation that works across 
all art forms and with a wide range of artists and communities.  They are especially 
excited about working with artists in non-arts spaces to make site-specific and site 
responsive work.  Monkfish do this by working with communities connected to any place 
or space they work in.  They are also interested in working with people to unlock 
their creative and artistic potential.  

  
http://www.monkfishproductions.org  
@monkfishCIC  

 
Jonny Tull Jonny is an audience strategy, film programming and distribution consultant: Jonny Tull – 

Connecting People with Stuff.  Data and empathy driven, he uses his 20 years frontline 
experience in marketing for film, heritage and arts & culture and in cinema programming 
to help clients engage with more people. He has lots of experience in senior programming 
and marketing roles in the UK independent cinema and arts sector and is happy to talk to 
people about how he can help people, organisations or film projects. Current projects 
include: Film Programming; Audience development and strategy; Film distribution and 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ladan-cockshut-59521a9/
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marketing services; Programme strategy development; Marketing and PR support; Film 
booking services; Audience strategy support for feature film production; Grassroots 
marketing support for film releases and events; Skills development and workshops; 
Teaching; Membership scheme development; Fundraising support and individual giving 
strategy development. 

 
 Jonny was involved in Northumbria University’s Get Ready to Innovate project, to help 

him use innovation design processes to help him with business planning and forward 
strategy to grow his business.   

 
David McClure David is a graphic designer and illustrator with almost two decades of professional 

working experience. Velcrobelly is the solo creative design practice he has run since 2001, 
specializing in print-based design solutions for creative small business, the arts 
and cultural organisations. David also creates unique digital art inspired by film, 
literature, pop culture and design. He is currently exploring how artistic practice and print 
retail can become a viable part of his business. David was a participant in Creative Fuse’s 
Creative Connections programme, in the B2B Connect and Innovate workshop in March 
2018.   

 
https://www.instagram.com/velcrobelly.design/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/velcrobelly/ 

 
Leanne Pearce Leanne is founder and creative director of Thought Foundation She is the 

painter and creative. Art is in her bones and according to her, colour does 
something immense to her insides. She wears a great big pair of imagination 
goggles and loves turning nothing into something. She is passionate about 
encouraging quality creat ives to work in the Northeast.   

 
Thought Foundation is  a community interest company based in Birtley, 
Gateshead. “A place where creative thought and play are nurtured. Where 
new skills are learned, and where you can eat, drink or buy things that 
enrich the experience and hopefully make your life better. Thought 
Foundation is a thoughtful arts and cultural space, to inspire, promote and 
support .”  It is a place to : 

• see/feel/be in creative spaces, including MINDFIELD GALLERY, as vast 
space of transformative creative possibilities can be used to showcase 
anything from art exhibitions, dance, theatre, film, to giant paper 
aeroplane manufacture. We are also seeking creative souls who want to 
explore or showcase work or ideas.  Dynamic and creative workshops are 
run in Brain Space, from craft sessions to life drawing.  

• Eat:  There is a community cafe serving wholesome food and they also 
provide a pop-up kitchen.  

• Play: At Imagination Station, a young persons’ play zone;  

• Learn at the School of Thought educational programme for babies and 
toddlers, preschoolers, school children, colleges, universities and those 
in alternative education settings, as well as offering Continuous 
Professional Development for teacher and learning fac ilitators;  

• Shop ethically made or sourced products, recycled products from 
designer makers are stocked in the shop.    

• Spaces can be hired  and artists can submit work 
 
http://www.thoughtfoundation.co.uk/blog  
https://www.facebook.com/thoughtfoundation/ 
https://www.instagram.com/thoughtfoundation/  
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Panel 4:  Building relationships and breaking down barriers 
 
Dr Suzy O’Hara Suzy is a digital art curator and researcher based at the University of Sunderland. Through 

her role in Creative Fuse North East, Suzy seeks to understand evolving relationships 
between the arts and creative digital technologies, develop new commissioning 
strategies between commercial and non-commercial sectors through sector and broker 
new collaborative contexts for the production of art and creative innovation. She has 
worked on a range of innovation pilots as part of Fuse, including Wonderlooper by Di 
Mainstone, #NECulture is Digital with Teesside University and Creative Hack for Digital 
Make Believers with British HCI Conference. 

  
Recent projects include:  Little Inventors, making children’s ideas reality by bringing 
together artists, designers, and commercial businesses; Sunderland 10 x 10, a project that 
nurtures the development of contemporary arts and creative innovation in collaboration 
with businesses; and ‘Rewriting the Hack’, the North East’s first Women Only 
Hackathon.  Suzy is also founder and curator of Thinking Digital Arts, in collaboration with 
Thinking Digital Conference. 

 
Sam Murray Sam is a Research Associate with Teesside University’s Creative Fuse Team.  Sam’s 

research interests include creative policy-making and examining the impact of devolution 

on cultural policy. He is also interested in how the arts can be used as part of cultural 

regeneration.  With Fuse he has worked with other NE universities, Creative Digital and IT 

Companies and the cultural sector on a wide range of innovation pilots, including 

Multiverse Arcade, NECultureisDigital, and Digital Alumni. These pilots sought to identify 

the key digital innovation challenges cultural organisations face and work to inform the 

development of each organisation’s digital strategy – sparking R&D, confidence, 

resilience and new connections between the Cultural and Digital business communities. 

Sam has also done detailed research into the Culture is Digital Policy agenda seeking 

recommendations to improve legislative approaches in empowering cultural 

organisations to be confident with digital practice.  

  Sam joined the Creative Fuse team at Teesside University after working with Creative 

Cardiff on their mapping project resulting in the report Cardiff Creative Capital : Mapping 

Cardiff’s Creative Economy. Sam also worked as a research associate for the Festivals 

Research Group at Cardiff University taking part in an innovative interdisciplinary project 

exploring the Sŵn festival. He is currently completing a PhD on sustainability within the 

music scene in Portland, Oregon. 

Annie Rigby Annie Rigby is Artistic Director of Unfolding Theatre.  Unfolding Theatre make big-hearted 
theatre that delights in bringing people together. Their award-winning productions 
include Putting The Band Back Together, Best in the World and Building Palaces.  One of 
Creative Fuse’s Innovation Pilots, supported by Sunderland and Teesside Universities, 
Multiverse Arcade was created for Great Exhibition of the North 2018 and attracted 
16,000+ visitors over 80 days. It will tour the North East and nationally from 2019 
onwards. 

 
annie@unfoldingtheatre.co.uk 
@unfoldingtheatr 
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Rob Kitchen Rob is Music Education Programme Leader at Sage Gateshead. Co-director at Newcastle 

Roots and Wings. Rob has over 10 years’ experience delivering music education projects 
across the North East and beyond. Rob led on Sage Gateshead’s activities with schools 
during the Great Exhibition of The North and currently leads on Artsmark and Arts Award, 
exploring ways of linking schools, children and young people with Sage Gateshead’s 
unique assets.  

 
Rob has led on the #CultureisDigitalNE innovation pilot for Sage Gateshead., Festival of 
Thrift, Theatre Hullabaloo and a range of Digital SMEs and freelancers came together 
alongside the University of Sunderland and Teesside University to explore digital 
development across the region’s cultural and arts organisations. The project identified 
synergies between three distinct case studies (large scale, small scale and festival) to 
deepen understandings around the potential of “digital” for these organisations and test 
co-design between Cultural, Academic and Digital thinkers.   

 
 
Lyndsey Duncanson Lyndsey is the Lead Artist with Noizechoir, a participatory lead vocal group that 

experiment with sound and noise.  The performance ensemble was formed in 2011 by 
Newcastle based Lyndsey and fellow artist, Marek Gabrysch.  It involves a loose collective 
of noise enthusiasts with a common desire to use the human voice free of the traditional 
restraints of typical choral settings, language or musical notation. Their work is based on 
a shared fascination with science, culture and landscape.  They indulge in 
phenomenological explorations of museum collections, or imaginings of our geological 
past.  Replicating and experimenting with the sound of machines or the natural world, 
Noizechoir continually find ways to push and pull the idea of what a choir can be.  The 
have performed in French churches, on Austrian Radio, at BALTIC, The Literary and 
Philosophical Society in Newcastle and Preston Bus Station, as well at festivals and events 
across the UK.  Lyndsey and Noizechoir have been part of Creative Fuse CAKE 
(Collaboration and Knowledge Exchange) events and also hackathons. 

  
https://soundcloud.com/noizechoir 

 https://www.facebook.com/Noize-Choir-150373931699742/  
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